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This project will examine the legal, policy, administrative and ethical framework within which an
economically-important sustainable use of wildlife, namely sport hunting, is practiced in Nunavut and the
Inuvialuit Settlement Region. The term ‘conservation hunting’ is now increasingly applied to sport or
recreational hunting where those hunts result in demonstrable conservation and social benefits.
Conservation hunting, most commonly for polar bear (but also for muskox and caribou) began in the early
1970s in the Canadian Arctic, and today provides a number of Inuit communities in Nunavut and the NWT
with seasonal employment and a significant source of new income. Conservation hunting requires
communities to reallocate scarce (quota-controlled) culturally-valued (subsistence) resources to non-
resident hunters. This reallocation is sometimes a matter of intense debate reflecting changing cultural
values, changes that may coincidentally affect various other customary beliefs and practices relating to, e.g.,
wildlife management/stewardship, Inuit entrepreneurship, and interpersonal community relations. This
project will investigate these potential changes and their implications, and how the impacts of any adverse
impacts are being mediated. The research program involves a number of Inuit organizations as partners,
and will: (1) document and analyze variations in the practice of conservation hunting in the Canadian Arctic,
(2) critically assess the conservation and social benefits and costs associated with this type of resource use,
(3) examine the legal and policy framework within which these conservation-hunting programs operate, and
(4) examine the future of conservation hunting in light of predicted environmental changes affecting the
Canadian Arctic. To the extent that such predicted environmental changes in the Arctic may adversely
impact these economically, socially, culturally and nutritionally important wildlife populations and hence
people dependending upon these resources, greater understanding of evolving human-wildlife relationships
in the North should contribute to formulating enlightened policy responses directed to mitigating any
negative consequences of such environmental changes. An important goal of the project is to contribute to
building capacity in northern communities and indigenous organizations so that northerners can fully
participate in policy and program developments affecting their present and future wellbeing.
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